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INTRODUCTION
Proper storage and handling of engineered wood products (EWP) including T-TEC LSL and Tolko 
LSL Industrials is required to protect the products during distribution and at the jobsite.  APA – 
The Engineered Wood Association recommends the following storage and handling practices for 
EWP products. For full details on proper storage and handling, refer to APA Technical Note: Proper 
Storage and Handling of I-Joists and LVL, Form E705 available at www.apawood.org.

SAFE HANDLING DURING DISTRIBUTION
1. Bundle wrap can be slippery. Avoid walking on wrapped bundles. Stacks of product may be 

unstable or slippery, especially when wet. Avoid walking on the material.
2. Follow good forklift safety procedures when handling T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials at 

the yard.
3. Store longest material lowest to the ground.
4. When handling with a crane, pick up the load using a spreader to minimize handling stresses.
5. Post and follow load limits on storage racks.

STORAGE DURING DISTRIBUTION
1. Keep wrapped to protect from weather.
2. Use stickers to separate bundles.
3. Use stickers every 8 feet and maintain vertical alignment of the stickers.
4. Do not store T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials in direct contact with the ground.
5. For optimal moisture protection, keep at least 12 inches up from the ground.
6. To protect from dirt and weather, delay unwrapping the bundles until the time of the 

installation or cut-up for delivery.
7. Take care to avoid forklift damage. If the ground is unlevel in the storage area, reduce forklift 

speed to avoid “bouncing” the load.
8. When handling with a crane, pick up the load using a spreader to minimize handling stresses. 
9. Maintain stack height within safe limits.
10. Do not stack other material on top of T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials.

PROPER HANDLING AT THE JOBSITE
1. Do not drop the product off the delivery truck. Best practice is to use a forklift or boom.
2. Store on level, well-drained area.
3. When handling with a crane, pick up the load using a spreader to minimize handling stresses.
4. Keep on stickers spaced every 8’ and at least every 6” off the ground at the jobsite.
5. Keep material covered to protect from weather.
6. Do not stack other material on top of the product.
7. Never use or try to repair damaged products. If defective material is discovered prior to or 

during installation, cease installation and contact the supplier.

MOISTURE EFFECTS
T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials products are manufactured under carefully controlled conditions 
that assure they are dry. Moisture content can be affected by humidity, exposure to wetting and 
drying conditions. While T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials products are engineered to withstand 
normal exposure, excessive exposure to moisture may lead to dimensional change.

If moisture is present, mold, mildew and wood decay fungi may grow on any engineered wood 
products, thus it is important to properly store T-TEC LSL and Tolko LSL Industrials to control 
exposure to moisture. Moisture increase is expected under normal construction situations and 
does not adversely affect the performance of the products if good building practices are followed 
to minimize exposure and to provide proper conditions for the products to re-equilibrate to dry 
conditions.  

Reference: APA Technical Note: Proper Storage and Handling of I-Joists and LVL 
 Form E705 available at www.apawood.org.
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Refer to product specific 
technical guides available at 
www.tolko.com for T-TEC LSL 
installation instructions. 

Engineered Wood 
Design Software 
Tolko offers authorized 
customers access to 
engineered wood design 
software by Calculated 
Structured Design (CSD) and 
MiTek.

To become a Tolko authorized 
user, please contact your Tolko 
EWP sales representative at:

EWP Sales
Phone: 250-549-5311
Email: EWPsales@tolko.com
Website: www.tolko.com/ewp
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